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Intoduction 

The aim of this document is to assemble information related to beekeeping sector in Lebanon, 

under the “Mediterranean Bee Hubs in support for sustainable economic prosperity in deprived 

rural areas” (MedBEESinessHubs) project, co-funded by the EU under the ENI CBC MED. 

The Collection of beekeeping sector’ policies were gathered from governmental and non-

governmental actors linked to this sector such as: Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of 

Environment, Beekeeping syndicates, associations & cooperatives. 

The following list details all collected policies: 

Policy N°1.  

- Name of policy instrument: Honey product trading requirements 

 (متطلبات التداول بمنتج العسل) 

- Type (national/ regional): National 

- Description: This policy set rules and regulations related to the requirements needed for 

trading of Honey: 1. The obligation to test all types of imported or locally produced honey 

in order to analyze the residues of antibiotics and pesticides; 2. Exported honey should be 

subject to all laboratory tests that are adequate with the mandatory specifications imposed 

in the country of export; 3. Honey exported to Europe should be subject to laboratory tests 

related to the analysis of chemical residues, adequate with the European’ mandatory 

specifications, which are carried out in accredited and officially recognized laboratories. 4. 

Bee honey is excluded from mentioning the expiry date on the label, the production date 

in month and year should be mentioned, in condition that it will not exceed five years. 

- Funding budget (annually or as defined): NA 

- Funding source: Ministry of Agriculture  
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Policy N°2.  

- Name of policy instrument: Draft law organizing beekeeping sector in Lebanon 

( العسل نحل تربية اعمال تنظيم قانون مشروع ) 

- Type (national/ regional): National 

- Description: This draft law was prepared by different actor in the sector such as: 

beekeepers, Beekeeping cooperatives, associations & syndicates, representative from 

governmental authorities as well suppliers of equipment & still wait to be completed and 

approved by the Lebanese Parliament. It includes 19 articles aiming to organize the sector 

in Lebanon by: Article 1. Specify meanings of words and expressions useful in beekeeping 

sector; Article 2. Consider Bees as national treasure with environmental, economic and 

social components. Therefore, protecting bees is a national duty for several reasons; Article 

3. Explain that the responsibility for regulating and protecting the beekeeping sector falls 

on three parties in an integrated manner: the beekeepers themselves, the other farmers, and 

the official authorities represented by the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Labor 

and other relevant authorities... and define responsibilities for each party. Article 4. Outline 

duties of beekeepers toward the Ministry of Agriculture. Article 5. Describe Several 

conditions related to ownership, right of use, and the distance between the disintegrated 

and neighboring properties on the site of the apiary. Article 6. Outline principles and 

technical and legal conditions that the beekeeper and other people must abide by and work 

on applying swarm production, raising of queens, and the transfer of beehives. Article 7. 

Identify professional competencies to be mastered by the beekeeper (beekeepers) and the 

procedures for training them. Article 8. Treat necessary procedures and measures to protect 

apiaries from any epidemic and pest situation. Article 9.  Set conditions, procedures and 

standards that should be taken into account in the process of imported queens, swarm and 

bee packages. Article 10. Establish conditions and veterinary standards for the export of 

queens, swarms and bee packages bees. Article 11. Clarify condition for imported bee wax. 

Article 12.  Identify technical and standard specifications for bee wax manufactured and 

marketed in the domestic market. Article 13. Explicate conditions and specifications for 
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production and marketing of honey. Article 14. Make clear the conditions and 

specifications for production and marketing of pollen, Royal Jelly & Propolis. Article 15. 

Discus measures to achieve interests of farmers & beekeepers and lay the foundations of 

cooperation between the two parties. Article 16. Debate measures to preserve vegetation 

cover in forested areas and to ensure the preservation of Bee pastures. Article 17. Treat 

beehive ‘theft. Article 18 & 19. Explain administrative issues related to the fact that the 

authorities, each within its jurisdiction, shall implement the provisions of this Law, and it 

shall come into force from the date of its publication in the official journal. 

- Funding budget (annually or as defined): NA 

- Funding source: Syndicate of beekeepers in Lebanon 

Policy N°3.  

- Name of policy instrument: Lebanese standard for honey 

 ( لعسلل الموصفات اللبنانية ) 

- Type (national/ regional): National 

- Description: This policy established by The Lebanese Standards Institution (LIBNOR) set 

standard applicable for exported, imported and honey produce locally in Lebanon. Due to 

some copyright restrictions the full document can’t be accessible in this report. This policy 

is divided into four parts; the first part presents some definition of different type of honey 

and general constitutions of the honey. The second part identify components and properties 

of the honey (ex: Sugars, Humidity, Sucrose, Ph, HMF, …) and the allowed proportions of 

these components, additives allowed to be supplemented to the honey and sanitary 

requirements such as microbial standard limits (ex: Coliforms, Staphylococcus aureus, 

Bacillus, Yeasts…). The third part explain the sample collection procedure and methods 

requested to test the level of each component; while the last part specify packing, storage 

and transportation requirements for honey as well labeling’ standards. 

- Funding budget (annually or as defined): NA 

- Funding source: Lebanese Standards Institution (LIBNOR) 
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Policy N°4.  

- Name of policy instrument: Investment and export of Origanum syriacum and Salvia

 fruticosa 

 ( والقصعين الزعتر وتصدير استثمار ) 

- Type (national/ regional): National 

- Description: This decision regulates in practice the cutting of Origano and sage in order 

to preserve the sustainability of these resources it includes the following: In the first and 

second articles, the cutting period is determined from early June until October, it is required 

to obtain a prior license from the Department of Forestry and Natural Resources in the 

Ministry of Agriculture, the harvest is allowed from the site for one time and it clarifies the 

conditions for cutting, including leaving one third of the flowering plant. In the third and 

fourth articles, the mechanisms for obtaining a license shall be specified such as: 

submitting the application, inspecting the target place, informing the municipality, the 

approval of the property owners, issuance of a transfer license, … In Article Five, the 

decision deals with export conditions and mechanisms. The article six, deals with 

monitoring mechanisms. In the remaining articles from 7 to 10, the decision refers to the 

procedures and pursuits when legal procedures are not applied in the investment process. 

- Funding budget (annually or as defined): NA 

- Funding source: Ministry Of Agriculture 
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List of Policies 

Policies N°1: Honey product trading requirements (Source MOA). 

 



 

7 | P a g e  
 

  



 

8 | P a g e  
    



 

9 | P a g e  
 

 

  



 

10 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 



 

11 | P a g e  
 

 

  



 

12 | P a g e  
 

 

  



 

13 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

14 | P a g e  
 

Policy N°2.: Draft law organizing beekeeping sector in Lebanon 
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Policy N°3: Lebanese standard for honey 
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Policy N°4: Investment and export of Origanum syriacum and Salvia fruticosa 
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